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Jacksonville has topped
yeét another good list to be
- on. WalletHub.com, a per-
" sonal. finance social net-
work, has ranked Jackson-
ville as the best place in the |
country to start a business.
WalletHub ranked the
. 150 largest cities in the
United States on a variety

ty No..

Slte dubs Jackso‘nvnle best in country to Iaunch busmess |

of issues. Jacksonville came

- out on top, it said, because

of the area’s strong record

of successful young com-"
panies, low. corporate tax
rates, employee availability

and accessible financing.
“T'he area had the second-
highest five-year success

‘rate for businesses in the

country, it found.
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: destmatlon mirrors expec-

tations for strong growth

.throughout the city’s econ~

omy in 2014, buoyed by
hiring in the construction

~and professional services

industries as well as a bur-
geoning start-up conﬁnu—

“hity,” the report said.

Elton Rivas has  been
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" BEST continites on D-3

1. Jacksonville

2. Fayetteville, N.C. !
© 3. Augusta, Ga. .. |
. 4. Jackson, Miss.
5. Memphis

6. New Orleans
7. Tulsa, Okla.
8. Columbus, Ga. .

- 9.Cape Coral,. -

10. Las Vegas + .~

startups

THETOP10

THE BOTTOM 10

141.. Ontarlo, Calif.
142. Jersey City, N.J.
143. Santa Clara, Calif.
144. Anaheim, Calif.

| " 145. Seattle

146. Santa Ana, Calif.
147. Garden Grove, Calif.
148. Glendale, Calif
149. Providence, R.I.
150. I?Iéwal‘,k, N.J.

Companies
-spend big
on stock
buybacks

They exaggerate health”

| ‘Working on the First Co‘as‘tlv

candace moody.

 Think twice
before you

decide on

that tattoo

I recently spoke to a
group of Jacksonville
University students
who were preparing

for the college campus

recruiting season. They
asked thoughtful ques-

. tions about employer
. perceptions, including

“How do employers feel

-about body art in the

workplace?” -
According to surveys,
14 percent of Americans
have tattoos: It's not
surprising that body art
varies among the gen-
erations; 15 percent of
Baby Boomers have tat-
toos, while 32 percent of
Gen X and 38 percent of
Millennials have body
art, according to a 2010
Pew Research Center
study. Celebrities like
Angelina Jolie and
professional athletes
helped push body art
into the mainstream
and reduce its asso-
ciation with gangs and -
ecriminale makino it



cembet, a sign that hir-
ing may remain steady .
* in coming months. .
.. The Labor Depart-
ment said Tuesday that
employers posted 3.9
million job openings,
up.1.5 percent from
December. That is still
below November’s near-
ly six-year high of 4.1
million, the first month
that openings topped ’
4 million since March
2008.

: There are about 2.6

unempldyed Americans,

on-average, for each

open job, the report

shows. That’s close to

the ratio of 2 to 1 that

is typlcal of healthier

economies. . o
Assocnated Press

Cars.com drawing
_ potential buyers

-'Cox Enterprises

Inc., the media holding

company, and London-

- based buyout firm Apax
Partners, are intérested:
in bidding for auto-
sales website Cars.com,
people with knowledge
of the matter said.

The group of news-
paper publishers that’s
working with Moelis
& Co. to explore a sale
of Cars.com hasn’t for-
mally solicited bids for
the business yet, said
the people, asking not
to be identified because
the information is
private. The site, visited
by more than 11 million
potential car buyers a
month, may fetch $2.5
billion in a sale, one of

. the people said.

" - Cars.com, which was
started in 1998, lets user
check prices, compare.
models and redd re- :
views of auto dealers. .

Bloomberg News

knowledged any
tion the ranking produces"

- this,” "he said.
‘systems, can always be de-

‘committee is investigating

the way General Motors
and a federal safety agency
handled a deadly. ignition
switch problem in compact
cars.

House Energy and Com-
merce Committee Chair-

. man Fred Upton of Michi-

gan says the National
Highway - Traffic Safety
Administration received a

- large number of complaints
-about the problem during

the past-decade. But GM
didn’t recall the 1.6 million
cars until last month. )

Ignition switches on old-
er-model Chevrolet Cobalts
and five other GM models

can shift from the “run”
“accessory”’

position = to

been linked to the ‘prob-
lem. !

Upton says
tee - will seek mforma
from the .automaker and

‘hold a hearing in the com- .

ing weeks.
-Congress passed legisla-

“tion in 2000 requiring au-

tomakers to report safety

problems quickly to NHT-

SA. The laws came after an
investigation into a series

of Ford—F1restone tire prob-' ‘

lems.
Upton sa1d in a state-
ment that the committee

“'wants to know if GM or the

agency missed something

that could have flagged the’ :

. “problems sooner.-

An Assoc1ated Press re-
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 Continued from D-1

get going in Jacksonville as
the co-founder of both One

Spark and KYN, which was -
- formed last year to help

businesses identified at the
festival.

“While I'm not intimate-
ly knowledgeable about
the ranking system that
was used for this, I can say
that Jacksonville’s median

. demographics allow for a

great market to ‘start’ proj-
ects, businesses and new
ventures,” Rivas said. “It
seems that this is yet an-

other further notch in the

belt showcasing the emer-
gence
startup scene.”’

If nothing, Rivas ac-
atten-

would have to be positive.
“Publicity, good or bad,

is generally rooted in some -

sense of .truthfulness. I
would say the same for

bated, . sure. Nonetheless,

of Jacksonvilié’s-

“Ranking’

this is a positive potch i ..

perception.‘that helps fur-
ther the reality of Jackson-
ville being a great place to
launch.”

Jerry Mallot; president of

JAXUSA Partnership, said
the ranking is- good but
real success is more impor-
tant. '

“As the study mentloned .

Jacksonville stands out as.a
place to starta business for
a yvariety of reasons, includ-

ing - the country’s ‘second-- |
h1ghest 5-year small busi:

ness survival rate, a skilled
workforce and fairly accesr
sible small business funding,

"There is evidence of this in

the success of companies
like Web.com, that is con-

sistently recognized as one’

of the fastest—growing tech-
nolegy companies in North
America,” Mallot said.

“Ultimately wearejudged '

more by the strength of our
local’ economy than rank-
.ings such as this, but these

types of recognition are en- '

couraging and are often in-
dicators of real progress.”

Roger Bull: (904) 359-4296
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